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the United States" taken in January, 1930, and again in Jan-
uary, 1931, the supposedly intelligent and civic-minded
members of the National Economic League ranked prohibi-
tion first, with unemployment trailing far behind* President
Hoover's support of national prohibition—"a great social
and economic experiment, noble in motive and far-reaching
in purpose*'—failed to stem the rising tide of its violation
and the growing impotence of federal enforcement* In 1931
the report of the Wickersham commission appointed by
Hoover merely confirmed the breakdown of popular senti-
ment in its f avor. Farmers' needs to sell their grain and sugar,
plus the fabulous revenues expected from a federal liquor tax
—funds currently going into the pockets of an underworld
which prohibition had helped to spawn—were other factors
making for repeal.
The Republican platform of 1932 hedged on this issue,
but the Democrats and Roosevelt called emphatically for re-
peal. Speedily the lame-duck Congress in February, 1933,
proposed a constitutional amendment for repeal, and the final
decision went to the states. Return of beer in the next month
was a foretaste of things to come. Ratifications from state
conventions soon began pouring in* Old strongholds of the
drys like Indiana, Iowa and Alabama joined the parade; the
Dallas News, from the heart of Baptist suzerainty, spoke of
"the utter rout of preacherdom/' On December 5, 1933,
Utah became the thirty-sixth state to support the Twenty-
first Amendment, and the "experiment" was written off as a
failure.
In that momentous spring of 1933, however, the most
urgent problem, once the banking crisis eased, was the stark
one of relief. Upwards of fifteen million unemployed and
nearly six million persons on state and municipal charity rolls
clamored for attention. In a message to Congress on March
21 the president proposed three types of remedial legislation:
grants to states largely for direct relief to feed and clothe the
destitute; enrollment of workers by the federal government

